PADSTOW TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Leisure, Tourism and Open Spaces Committee meeting held on
Tuesday 4 February 2025 in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Station House,
Padstow at 7.00 pm

Present: Councillors Mrs J Dawe (Chair), A N Rees (Vice-Chair), Mrs J Colwill and
A Hoskin

In Attendance: Mrs S Daly (Assistant Town Clerk/RFO), Mrs T Trestain (Council Facilities
Officer and minute taker) and two members of public (part).

LTOS2024/53 Apologies and Announcements: i) Apologies were received from
Councillors G Chapman, R Higman & M Rickard; ii) There were no
announcements.

LTOS2024/54 Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest.

LTOS2024/55 Public Participation: Two members of public attend the meeting and
spoke in support of agenda item 9 ii) Multi-Use Games Areas: Request
- Padstow United Football Club
Comments included:

e Padstow United Football Club has grown substantially, they now
have 100 children and 50 adults.

e They save their main grass pitch for weekend football games. Have
a smaller grass section for training, however due to number of
teams and poor weather the ground doesn’t cope.

e They have been using St Evals tarmac play area but this is approx.
half the size of the Padstow MUGA and does not have full size goals
and there is no safe parking.

e When it rains the tarmac surface becomes slippery and training has
to be cancelled.

e The club has portable rechargeable floodlights which although
raised up on tripods have movable heads so light is directed down
to the surface with minimal light leakage up to other areas. The
lights are powered by rechargeable batteries meaning there is no
noise impact.

e St Eval residents have commented that it is nice to see their area
being used.

e To give perspective on numbers, the under 9s group has
approximately 24 children.

e They feel the Padstow MUGA is a prefect facility with safer parking,
better flooring and is more conveniently located for players, the
majority of whom live in the parish.

e Requesting 3 evenings a week between October - March, only
when their grass area isn’t safe to play on. Do not need whole
MUGA, would be able to work with one pitch.

e Suggest a trial period may be a good way forward.

LTOS2024/56 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 12
November 2024 be signed as a true record of the meeting.

LTO0S2024/57 Law Commission’s Burial and Cremation Consultation: Thanks
were expressed to the Assistant Town Clerk/RFO for her support with
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this consultation. RESOLVED to ratify the response submitted to the
consultation as detailed in the agenda report (pages 7 to 16).

Latest Issues — Council Property:

Updates: Members noted the updates as detailed in the agenda report
concerning the following Council property issues:

i) Simpler Recycling;

ii) South Quay old pipe on the foreshore;

iii) Skate park maintenance;

iv) South Quay crack;

v) South Quay slipway crack; and

vi) Station House woodwork painting;

There was discussion regarding the new government regulation for
simpler recycling and concern was expressed that this could lead to
more commercial waste fly-tipping in Council bins. The Council
Facilities Officer advised that a financial impact was anticipated when
the scheme moves forward as new bins will need to be purchased and
collections of the same arranged. Members noted that as a smaller
employer, Council’s deadline for compliance is not until March 2027.
Members were supportive of officers liaising with larger Councils
(required to comply this year) to ascertain how they find the scheme
works in practice.

Stile Field top path: There was discussion regarding the degradation
and patching of the top path in Stile Filed. Members commented that
they had found site visits helpful when discussing other projects such
as cemetery improvement works and Trevone Green and felt this
would be beneficial in this instance.

RESOLVED to arrange a site meeting with Committee members to
better understand the condition of the top path in Stile Field in order to
consider next steps.

Wheal Jubilee Parc amphitheatre: There was discussion regarding the
issue of waterlogging on one side of the amphitheatre which members
had also noticed and were supportive of the maintenance team
resolving as per the suggestion of Council’s surveyor.

RESOLVED to install a soakaway as detailed in 8.1 of the agenda
report at a cost of hot more than £1,000 to be taken from the LTOS
grounds maintenance budget.

Spritty Meadow: Members gave consideration to issues with the terrain
in Spritty Meadow during the winter commenting that the weather has
been particularly bad over the last few years but also noting how well
used the field is. Generally, there was support for improving the
condition, however it was noted that the land is not owned by the
Council but occupied on a long-term lease, therefore any works would
require the landowner’s permission.




Committee considered the Surveyor’s suggestions as outlined in the
agenda report. Land drainage installed at the entrance by the
Maintenance team was considered a good first step. In respect of a
longer-term solution, Committee felt the guide costings provided by
the Surveyor for the pathway were very high and would need further
investigation, especially in light of the Council not being the
landowner, confirmation of the outstanding lease period also being a
key factor.

RESOLVED that i) subject to the landowner’s permission, the
Maintenance team instal a new drainage soakaway in the gateway to
Spritty Meadow adjoining Wheal Jubilee Parc, costs to be taken from
the LTOS grounds maintenance budget; and ii) to keep the area under
review and give consideration to a longer-term solution at a future
meeting.

Lawns Under 12's Play Area Gate: Committee felt that further
investigation was required before a decision could be made on the play
area gate, given the cost of the replacement. Comment was made as
to whether two gates are required and whether they needed to be self-
closing. There was also discussion as to whether there was a way to
repair the gate without impacting the ground works/wetpour.

RESOLVED not to proceed with purchasing the replacement gate at
this stage, instead to investigate any possible health and
safety/insurance reasons for either not reinstalling the gate or
installing a gate which is not self-closing and report back to a future
meeting.

Trevone Cliff & Trevone Steps from Empty purse: The Trevone Cliff and
Trevone Steps were discussed together, looking at the area as a
whole. There was a lot to consider and much discussion took place.

It was noted that Council’s Surveyor considers the Council has to date
taken all reasonable steps regarding the crack in the cliff, having
recently reinstated the Cornish wall to discourage people from entering
the area above and signage highlighting the danger, together with
signage directed towards beach users highlighting the unstable rock
face. Committee still felt it worth exploring the cost of loosening the
section of cliff, understanding that it was unknown when the section
may naturally fail but that Officers Could expedite investigations
should Committee so wish.

Committee discussed combining the works to loosen the ground of the
cliff with works to improve the Empty Purse steps and railing section
which is starting to fail and appointing one contractor for both.
However, Committee wished to better understand the cost implications
for both making good the steps and railing already in position and the
cost to extend the steps further to the beach and replace the whole
railings.
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Overall, it was felt all reasonable steps had been taken to date and
that more detailed costings were required before deciding on next
steps.

RESOLVED i) to note the reasonable steps taken in respect of the cliff
crack but to investigate the cost of loosening the ground; ii) to
investigate the cost of a) making good the steps and railings already in
place at Empty Purse; and b) the cost of extending the steps and
replacing all railings; and iii) findings be brought back to a future
meeting.

Committee Works i) Update: The update was noted as per the
agenda report. The Assistant Town Clerk/RFO also advised that the
Ladywell tender process was open, deadline being 12 noon on 18
March 2025. ii) Programme: The programme, including the
recommendation of the Staffing Committee relating to work priorities
(agreed at the January meeting of Full Council) was noted without
change.

Outside Works/Maintenance Progress Report: The update was
noted for information.

Multi Use Games Area (MUGA)

i) Soundproofing and fence extension: Further to the agenda
report, the Assistant Town Clerk/RFO updated that the Council
Support Officer had received positive feedback from an Academy
that had successfully installed neoprene strips and plastic
washers following complaints from neighbours over noise. They
advised that following the installation noise had been reduced
considerably and they had not received any further complaints.
They also advised that as part of their maintenance schedule
they tighten the fencing bolts on a termly basis which ensures
the strips and washers stay in place.

Members noted the information relating to the fence extension.
It was thought the height increase would make the area safer
and hopefully negate users having to retrieve balls from the
surrounding area.

Mention was made to previous complaints and considering all
points, members felt taking forward both improvements would
“finish” the project and ensure the Council has resolved all
issues, as best it can.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL COUNCIL that i)
a 2m netting extension be installed to the existing MUGA fencing
at a cost of £6,498; ii) to install neoprene washers to all fixing
points and all clamp bars at a cost of £3,940; and iii) that the
cost be taken from the Capital/Projects cost centre.

i) Request from Padstow United Football Club: There was
general discussion of this request.
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In response to a member query, the Council Facilities Officer
confirmed that if the request is granted it would need to be clear
who was responsible for the space should an incident occur,
furthermore the club would be required to provide a suitable risk
assessment and Public liability Insurance which could be difficult
if the space was shared. For this reason, any permission would
need to be for the club’s sole use and not shared with the public.

There was consideration of the fact that agreeing such a request
would go against Councils previously agreed use for the MUGA
being a non-bookable, turn up and play space. Mention was
also made that Council’s advice to users is to play in daylight
hours/until dusk, this was a safety measure as there wasn't
lighting in the area. Committee felt the information the member
of the public had provided on the Club’s floodlight was helpful, in
particular them being designed to have minimal light and noise
pollution.

The Assistant Town Clerk/RFO asked Committee to consider
clarifying how officers should handle similar requests from other
organisations if it were minded to agree the request.

Committee considered these would be looked at as individual
cases by Committee.

Discussion led on to days of the week and hours requested, one
member thought Fridays was a day the MUGA may be used
more often, with school children being allowed out more towards
the weekend and there was concern about preventing this and
alternative days were considered.

Generally, it was felt that Committee would like to support the
club and therefore a trial period would perhaps be the best way
forward subject to approval by the Full Council.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL COUNCIL that
the football club be given permission to use the MUGA for the
purpose of training to include use of its own portable floodlights
on a 4 week trial basis commencing March 2025 subject to: i)
permission being limited to 3 nights a week between the hours
of 4.45pm and 8.15pm but excluding Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays; ii) taking responsibility for the whole site, noting that
one tennis net will remain in place; and iii) receiving satisfactory
Public Liability Insurance and Risk Assessments.

Vehicle replacement: The Chair referred members to the agenda
report. Generally, members considered the reassurance of a new
vehicle combined with its longer 2 year warranty was worth the
additional cost. Members wished to see the new vehicle given the
Padstow Town Council branding but would like to see this improved so
as to be more visible.
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RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND TO THE FULL COUNCIL i) to agree the
purchase of a new model John Deere 875M Gator, using the current
gator as part exchange leaving a balance of £23,700 including VAT to
pay; and ii) the purchase be funded via the Vehicle and Machinery
budget.

Cemetery signage: Committee welcomed the thoughts on the
different style of signs for the new cemetery welcome signage, noting
the cost associated with each.

RESOLVED i) to agree with the general content of the proposed
welcome signage; ii) that the signage style be of a metal design to
compliment the more traditional setting of the cemetery similar to the
image in paragraph 2.2 of the agenda report (photo b); iii) TO
RECOMMEND TO THE FULL COUNCIL that a total budget of £6,000
for the cemetery welcome signage be set and that this be taken from
the Capital Projects cost centre; and iv) to reaffirm that in in order to
avoid delay, the details of the information welcome signage referring
to the cemetery regulations to be installed at the entrance to the
cemetery be delegated to the Town Clerk in consultation with the Chair
of LTOS but in accordance with Committees preferred style and
budget.

Cornwall Council Local Maintenance Partnership and Service
Level Agreements (grass cutting): The Council Facilities Officer
gave an overview of the agenda report and the suggested way forward
following the review undertaken by Councillors A Hoskin, M Rickard,
Council’s Foreperson and the Council Facilities Officer.

RESOLVED to agree the suggested way forward as outlined in the
agenda report and for the Council Facilities Officer to:

i) update Cornwall Council on the footpath LMP reduction (paragraph
2);

ii) Work with the Council Foreperson to update the maintenance team’s
monthly work schedule accordingly (paragraph 3)

iii) Advise Cornwall Council Housing as to what the Council can offer in
respect of this SLA (paragraph 4) and that this is outside of their usual
SLA terms;

iv) Highlight to Cornwall Council the points raised regarding the Link
Road Car Park agreement as per paragraph 5 of the agenda report;
and

v) to avoid delay, any decisions arising from Cornwall Council’s
response to the above be delegated to the Town Clerk in consultation
with Councillors Hoskin and Rickard, including, if necessary, withdrawal
from the LMP or SLA.

Community Hub

i) Hub Refurbishment Works: Consideration was given to the
additional works identified following commencement of the
project. Members noted that Council’s surveyor was satisfied
with the estimated costs and that they are within budget.



RESOLVED to approve the additional Community Hub
Refurbishment works as outlined in the agenda repot at an
estimated cost of £2,290.

i) Hub Use Update: The update was noted for information.

LTOS2024/66 Next meeting: Tuesday 1 April 2025 at 7.00pm

Meeting closed 8.30pm



