PADSTOW TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on
Tuesday 16 September 2025 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, Station

House, Padstow

Present: Councillors R Higman (Chair), P Curgenven, Mrs J Dawe, K Freeman and

A N Rees

In Attendance: Mrs N Barnes (Responsible Financial Officer) and Mrs S Daly
(Assistant Town Clerk/Assistant RFO and Minute Taker)

FGP2025/13

FGP2025/14

FGP2025/15

FGP2025/16

FGP2025/17

FGP2025/18

FGP2025/19

Apologies and Announcements: i) Apologies: Received from
Councillors G Chapman and M Rickard; and ii) Announcements:
Members were reminded of the online “Finance For Councillors”
training opportunity and the need to contact the office in order
to book a space. A reminder of the available dates would be
emailed.

Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of
interest.

Public Participation: There was no public participation.

Minutes Tuesday 17 June 2025: RESOLVED that the
minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17 June 2025 were a
true record of the meeting and they were signed by the chair.

Committee Works: i) Update: The update was noted for
information. The Responsible Financial Officer further advised
that the outcome of the external audit is expected later this
week. ii) Programme: The programme was noted without
change.

Annual Review of Information Compliance: i) Freedom
of Information; ii) Data Protection; and iii) Council
Complaints. The Chair referred members to the agenda
report which detailed for the period 1 April 2024 to 31 August
2025 three freedom of information requests, zero data
requests/ data breaches, and 1 complaint - relating to the
MUGA and dealt with via the Community and Facilities
Committee. It was noted that in future this item would be
scheduled for Committee’s July meeting.

RESOLVED to i) note the information compliance annual
reviews as detailed in the agenda report; and ii) agree that
future reporting include compliments also.

Council IT: i) Councillor Emails: There was discussion of
this item. Generally, members were supportive of the proposal
which will improve Council’s data handling and processing.

RESOLVED i) to purchase for each Councillor a Microsoft
Business Basic account and security package as detailed in the



FGP2025/20

FGP2025/21

FGP2025/22

FGP2025/23

agenda report, with costs for 2025/26 to be taken from the
Computers — Hardware and Software budget within the Capital
Expenditure cost centre; ii) that prior to first use, a Councillor
Email Policy be developed and to move this forward, this to be
taken to either FGP or Full Council, whichever the sooner; and
iii) to note the increased cost to the monthly IT fees for
Officers as outlined in 3.2 of the agenda report.

i) Cyber Essentials Certification: Consideration was given
to the proposal detailed in the agenda report. Comment was
made that cyber security was of particular concern with the
RFO advising that Council’s insurers recently confirmed this is
one of the biggest risks to Councils at present.

RESOLVED to engage Council’s IT provider, Acronyms to
assist the Council in achieving Cyber Essentials certification at
a cost of £1,520 plus VAT, to be funded via the Computers -
Hardware and Software Budget within the Capital Expenditure
cost centre.

Annual Insurance Review: The Chair referred members to
the agenda report, and the information therein was noted. In
response to a member query the Responsible Financial Officer
(RFO) advised there had been a significant increase in the cost
of insurance premiums following COVID. Furthermore, the
Council’s insurance was new for old and the cost of building
materials has also increased in recent years, thereby impacting
buildings insurance. PLI insurance was also noted to be
something which is increasing.

The RFO advised the insurance renewal meeting had gone well,
with representatives of James Hallam praising the proactive
communication of officers. The revised insurance premium
was expected shortly and will be taken to October’s Full
Council meeting. Members were pleased to note the Council’s
Long-Term Agreement saves approx. £1,600 per year.

RESOLVED to approve the annual review of the Council’s
Insurance Arrangements.

Future Meetings: Future meeting dates and times were noted
as per the agenda, next meeting being Tuesday 18 November
2025 at 7.00 pm (Budget).

It was RESOLVED to exclude the press and public due to
the confidential nature of the business about to be
transacted.

Confidential Minutes Tuesday 17 June 2025: RESOLVED
that the confidential minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday
17 June 2025 were a true record of the meeting and they were
signed by the chair.

Meeting closed at 7.16 pm



