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AGENDA ITEM 7: Cornwall Council Consultation on the draft Cornwall 
Seascape Character Appraisal 
 
1.0 Overview 
 
1.1 Cornwall Council are asking local councils and communities to share their 

insights on the draft Cornwall Seascape Character Appraisal (SCA) – 
consultation open from 17 April to 15 May 2026.  Consultation information 
can be found online at Cornwall Seascape Character Appraisal | Let's Talk 
Cornwall 

 
1.2 Seascape appraisal is a process that helps provide an objective evidence 

base for planning policies, development proposals and marine planning. It 
ensures that the visual, cultural, historic and natural aspects of seascapes 
are understood before decisions are made.  Local perspectives are vital in 
capturing the character, challenges and opportunities unique to each area 
and comments received will help ensure that coastal and marine planning 
is well-informed, place-based and sensitive to what people value, helping 
balance development needs with the protection of our unique coastal 
character. 

 
1.3 The purpose of a seascape appraisal, or Seascape Character Assessment 

is to be used in the planning system to help understand, describe and 
manage the character of coastal and marine areas in a consistent, 
evidence-based way. Its key purposes are: 

 
1. To inform planning and decision-making: Seascape appraisal provides 

an objective evidence base for planning policies, development proposals 
and marine planning. It ensures that visual, cultural, historic and 
natural aspects of seascapes are understood before decisions are made. 
This reflects requirements in the Marine Policy Statement, which asks 
planners to consider visual, cultural, historical and archaeological 
impacts on coastal landscapes and seascapes; 

2. To integrate land and marine planning: Seascape Character 
Assessments help bridge the gap between terrestrial planning and 
marine planning by analysing coastal and offshore areas in a holistic 
way, rather than treating land and sea as separate; 

3. To guide sensitive design and protect local character: By mapping and 
describing what makes each stretch of coast distinctive, seascape 
appraisal supports sympathetic design of new development and helps 
avoid harm to valued coastal character. It highlights natural, cultural, 
aesthetic and perceptual qualities that need consideration; 

4. To support marine planning and strategic management: Seascape 
Character Assessments underpin the Marine Management 
Organisation’s (MMO) marine plans by defining Marine Character Areas 
with agreed key characteristics, ensuring planning is based on 
consistent national evidence; and 

5. To capture local experience and stakeholder knowledge: Seascape 
Character Assessments rely on fieldwork and stakeholder engagement, 

https://letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk/cornwall-seascape-character-appraisal
https://letstalk.cornwall.gov.uk/cornwall-seascape-character-appraisal


providing a structured way to bring local insights into planning 
decisions. 

 
2.0 Draft Seascape Character Appraisal 
 
2.1 The areas covered by the draft SCA include the Camel Estuary and 

Padstow, shown as area SCA4 (see maps below):  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2.2 The consultation is asking three questions of the areas covered in the 
SCA: 

 
1. What features in this seascape character area are particularly 

valued, and why? 
Please tell use which aspects of this seascape are most important 
to you.  These might include natural features, views, wildlife, 
cultural or historic elements, recreational use, tranquillity, or 



anything else you feel contributes to its character.  Let us know 
why these features matter to you. 

2. What actions should be undertaken to preserve or enhance this 
seascape character area? 
Ideas on how to protect or improve features within the seascape.  
You might want to comment on management actions, conservation 
opportunities, access, visitor facilities, the condition of features, or 
anything you feel could help sustain or enhance the area in the 
future. 

3. Any other comments 
If you have any other comments about this seascape character 
area, please share them. 

 
3.0 Consideration 

 
3.1 Do committee wish to respond to the consultation and if so, what 

response do they wish to make to the questions detailed in 2.2 above? 
 
 
 


